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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VIENNA 01149 131913Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PRS-01 
SS-15 SP-02 NSC-05 NSCE-00 SCA-01 SCSE-00 DHA-02 L-03 
H-02 INRE-00 USIE-00 DODE-OO /051 W 

131940Z 028296/47 

OR 131752ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 0782 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 

UNCLAS VIENNA 1 149 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN 

SUBJECT: HOFFMAN DETENTION BY CZECHS 

PAUL HOFFMAN, VIENNA-BASED NEW YORK TIMESMAN, GAVE THIS 
ACCOUNT OF HIS APPROX. 14-HOUR DETENTION BY CZECH AUTHORITIES 
12-13FEB 77: 

BOARDED VIENNA-BOUND TRAIN IN PRAGUE AT 1445 12 FEB. DURING 
STOP IN TREBON. SOME 35 KMS FROM AUSTRIAN BORDER, THREE 
UNIFORMED MEN BOARDED TRAIN AND CAME STRAIGHT TO HOFFMAN'S 
COMPARTMENT. CHECKED HIS PASSPORT, THEN TOOK HIM AND 
HIS LUGGAGE TO SPECIAL COMPARTMENT WHERE THEY EXAMINED ALL 
HIS PAPERS. HE WAS MADE TO TURN OUT ALL POCKETS. BY THEN 
THE TRAIN HAD REACHED BORDERTOWN OF CESKE VELENICE WHERE THREE 
PLAINCLOTHESMEN JOINED PARTY AND TOOK HOFFMAN TO TRAIN 
STATION WHERE SEARCH- AND-QUESTION ROUTINE WAS CONTINUED FOR 
TWO HOURS. (WHEN TRAIN LEFT FOR VIENNA, HOFFMAN WAS 
TOLD HE COULD CATCH SAME TRAIN THE NEXT EVENING.) THE CZECHS 
TOOK "A LOT OF PAPERS" FROM HOFFMAN; HE WAS MOST UPSET ABOUT 
LOSS OF NOTEBOOKS WHICH CONTAINED NOTES FOR FUTURE ARTICLES. 

HE MANAGED TO GET SOME KIND OF RECEIPT FOR WHAT THEY TOOK. 

AT 2000 WAS TOLD HE COULD SPEND NIGHT AT HOTEL ONE KM AWAY. 

WALKED THERE THROUGH SNOW WITH LUGGAGE BUT WAS TOLD "NO 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 VIENNA 01149 131913Z 

VACANCY." EVERYONE VERY RUDE AND/OR DRUNK. RETURNED TO 
TRAIN STATION FOR COLD, SLEEPLESS NIGHT IN ACHAIR. AT 0800 
NEXT DAY (13FEB) WAS TOLD HE COULD WALK ACROSS BORDER TO 
GMUEND IF HE DIDN'T WANT TO WAIT FOR TRAIN. AFTER FINAL 
SEARCH AT CZECH CUSTOMS WALKED 3 KM TO GMUEND POLICE STATION. 
AUSTRIAN POLICE GAVE HIM HIS FIRST FOOD IN 18 HOURS AND 
ARRANGED FOR VW MINIBUS TO TAKE HIM (FOR A PRICE) TO VIENNA, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

WHICH HE REACHED IN THE EARLY AFTERNOON. 

MEEHAN 
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